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Press release, Richterswil, January 2011

KESO AG completes its management team with a COO
On 1 January 2011, Didier Grichting (40) assumed the position of COO at KESO AG in Richterswil am Zürichsee. Following his orientation period, he will take on the challenge of assuming overall responsibility for operations as Chief Operations Officer of KESO AG. He laid the key foundations for his career at the University of Burgdorf and has successfully implemented his higher education studies in the fields of corporate management, procurement and production logistics in several managerial roles with high levels of responsibility. For the last eight years in his former role as Operations Director at Obipektin AG (food), he was responsible for the overall management of operations at the Burgdorf and Bischofszell sites.
The KESO AG management team comprises the following members as at 01 January 2011: Thomas Fischer (CEO), Christian Kälin (CFO) and Didier Grichting (COO).
Markus Bachl has been Head of Marketing since 01 November 2010 and bears overall responsibility for KESO AG’s marketing portfolio. The 45-year-old is a member of the team. Prior to this role, he spent seven years in charge of marketing for Samsung mobile phones at samtel ag.
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About KESO AG:
KESO AG, founded in 1963, today employs some 300 people at different sites in its home country and abroad. With its unique key and cylinder technology, KESO is one of the leading manufacturers of cylinders and reversible keys and provides solutions for individual family homes through to projects for industry and tourism. KESO stands for Swiss precision and quality in the development and construction of security systems. Since 2004, KESO AG has been part of the Swedish ASSA ABLOY Group.
About ASSA ABLOY
ASSA ABLOY is the world’s leading manufacturer and supplier of door opening solutions, meeting tough end-user requirements for safety, security and convenience. In the fast-growing electromechanical sector, the Group is a market leader in access controls, identification, automatic doors and hotel security. 
Since its establishment in 1994, ASSA ABLOY has developed from a regional company into an international group with approximately 30,000 employees and an annual turnover of over 3.5 billion euros.
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ASSA ABLOY, the global leader in door opening solutions.
